July 14, 2025

Meeting opened by President Steve Hall with the Pledge to the American Flag.
Members present: Steve Hall, Randy Dunnuck, Jeff Davis, John Blankenbaker, Spencer Reed
Members absent:

Others present: Jerry Scott, Joyce Hamilton, Rex & Vicki Reade, Caleb Halsema, Shannon & Melissa
Fritz, Arlene Spencer, Dewayne & Lisa Stevens

Randy made a motion, seconded by Spencer, to approve minutes from the 06/23/25 meeting.
Motion carried 5-0.

Council members signed a docket for current expenditures. Jeff made a motion, seconded by Spencer, to
approve. Motion carried 5-0.

Old Business

Steve spoke about purchasing the decorative streetlight base covers. We want to make sure this is
something that will not be too big as to encroach on the ADA compliant area on the sidewalks. The
council made the decision to order 2 of these bases and see how they work out. Spencer made the motion,
seconded by Randy. Motion carried 5-0.

Spencer reported that he had nothing new to the organizational sign.

Jeff thanked the Council for approving the purchase of rubber mulch around the pirate ship in the 1% St.
Park. He said that it seems like what we needed to reduce the risk of injuries due to falls. We also want to
thank Lance Engle, Albany Hardware, for his assistance in getting it ordered and in the larger bags.

Steve asked John to get him the name of the apprenticeship that helped on the amphitheater, we still need
to add them to the volunteer sign.

Joyce reported, for Marlee, on the Freedom Festival. We estimate about 500 people in attendance. The
kids’ games did not happen due to the rain, but the cornhole tournament got started and they took it to the
Albany Legion to finish. The 25-30 vendors did ok, as did the food trucks. We had to shut everything
down about 7:30 due to the rain. Mix Factory performed from 6-7:30, but the Indy Annies did not get to
perform. Maybe they can come back again soon. We had the fireworks at 9pm, they had to be fired due to
the danger of trying to disconnect the wiring and pack them up again. Several people watched the
fireworks from the area, as well as their homes. Joyce started the claim process with Barnum and Brown
on the rain insurance that was taken out during the concerts this year.

The decision to reschedule the event came after much information on the weather forecast. Due to the fact
that the food vendors and entertainment needed to know before 11am if we were rescheduling, to avoid
waste of food and not having to pay the band to come back the next day. Steve made that decision after
considering those many factors.

Steve also thanked the many volunteers, fire department, police department, EMS, and Cory Kissick,
Marlee Small and Night Magic Fireworks. We look forward to a rain free Freedom Festival in 2026!

Chief Fritz asked for the Council approval to purchase 4 new computers for the police vehicles. Their
current computers will not support the new software or windows version that is required from the County.
The cost of the new computers will be $3,968.80, plus shipping and will be taken out of the police
expense appropriation. Randy made a motion, seconded by Jeff. Motion carried 5-0.

New Business

Steve spoke about the Council wanting to have another community progress meeting. We did this quite a
few years ago and feel like it is worth doing again. This will likely happen in the Fall, and we will have an
outside person moderate the meeting. This will give the residents of Albany an opportunity to have some
input on different issues or expectations they have for the Town of Albany. More details will be coming
soon.



There will be a Council meeting to discuss the 2026 budget on August 18™ at 6pm.

September 11" at 6pm, in the Albany Town Hall, the County Commissioners will be holding a town hall
style meeting with the public.

Steve read a request from Riverside, LLC, owners of the Fairview Mobile Home Park, for Albany to
extend our city utilities to that area. After some discussion, the Council said they would be willing to meet
with them, but at this time we really have no interest in doing so. Steve will set up a meeting with
Riverside LLC and let the Council know the date and time.

Steve read a quote from Antrim Mowing and More for some tree trimming around the Municipal Building
and some sapling trimming along the creekbank, also trimming back overgrowth along the parking area
behind the building. There is also an area at the Wastewater Plant that needs to be cut back along the
fence line. Jerry said he would look at the area at the Wastewater Plant, and the Council decided to bring
this quote back to the July 28" meeting.

Steve mentioned that we have several organizations that contribute to the Town. The Albany Police
Reserves, Albany Lions Club and An Albany Christmas utilize a number of volunteers and have all had
golf tournaments and to fund various projects. He wanted to thank them for their support and
contribution to our town.

Jerry received a quote from Newsome Tree Service for $3,850.00 to do some tree trimming at the 1% St.
Park, and to remove a tree near 140 N Broadway, 475 E Oak and 490 N Dalton. There are also 2 large and
2 small trees that will be removed from the area around the water tower on N. Manor. Randy made a
motion, seconded by Spencer. Motion carried 5-0.

Jerry said that the hydrant flushing will be the week of July 28%.

Steve mentioned that we have had about 5 smaller water leaks during the past 2 weeks, so our guys have
been keeping busy trying to get these fixed.

Public

Arlene Spencer asked the Council to consider reimbursing her for damage to her car when she pulled into
a parking spot on N. Main, and her car was damaged from a bolt sticking up from one of the parking
curbs. We will submit this claim to our insurance company, and they can make the decision. She thanked
us for listening to her and we appreciate her bringing it to our attention.

Dewayne and Lisa Stevens asked the Council if they could continue painting the fire hydrants this
Summer. They have already painted several, and we appreciate them volunteering their time to do this.
We asked them to wait to paint any of the new yellow hydrants that INDOT installed, until they come
back and do their final walk through and the project is closed. They agreed and will continue with other
hydrants that need to be painted. The Council asked that they paint them red only.

Caleb Halsema, Fire Chief, reminded the Council that there will be a meeting on September 3™ at 6pm
with First Government Leasing to inform the fire board, council, commissioners, and others what kind of
leasing options are available to municipalities.

Vicki Reade asked what the markings on the road at the Gillcrest and State St are for. INDOT is replacing
a culvert in that area, so hopefully the work will be done soon.

She also wanted to ask the Council why the Freedom Festival is not held on July 4™, She said she has
heard many people asking this question, so she thought she would ask the Council. The main reason is
that spreading it out from the actual holiday would allow more people to our event and our community. It
would also allow us to have all the public safety people that we need and allow our employees the time
they deserve with their families on the actual holiday. Rex Reade reminded us that next year will be the
250-year birthday of the United States, and he would love to see it celebrated on the 4. The Council
appreciates the information and will consider this information.

Randy made a motion, seconded by Jeff: the meeting was adjourned by Steve Hall at 7:48 pm.
Motion carried 5-0.
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