September 8, 2025

2026 Budget Meeting was opened by Council President Steve Hall. Budget was presented to the Council
and anyone in the audience that wants to review. This budget reflects a 2% raise for employees, and to
keep a healthy budget for improvements on town roads and streets, with some trimming on some other
funds. There were no discussion or questions from the Council or the audience. Jeff made a motion,
seconded by Spencer to close the meeting. Motion carried 5-0.

The regular Council Meeting was opened by President Steve Hall with the Pledge to the American Flag.
Members present: Steve Hall, Randy Dunnuck, Jeff Davis, John Blankenbaker, Spencer Reed
Members absent:

Others present: Jerry Scott, Joyce Hamilton, Rex & Vicki Reade, Caleb Halsema, Lance Engle, Rick
Freiburger

Randy made a motion, seconded by Spencer, to approve minutes from the 08/25/25 meeting.
Motion carried 5-0.

Council members signed a docket for current expenditures. Spencer made a motion, seconded by John, to
approve. Motion carried 5-0.

Old Business

Steve gave a list of improvements etc. to the Council members to review for the September 29" town
vision meeting. This meeting will be held at the Integris Church at 6pm, residents are welcome to attend
and discuss improvements that could be possible for Albany.

Steve spoke about the new coffee shop wanting to build on the plot of land between Bell Road and the
Dollar General Store. Ashton Surveyors has done their informational work for us, and we appear to be
close to a deal. The County Commissioners will be meeting on September 15% to finalize the transaction
to deed the property to ECIRPD and then they will sell the property to the prospective buyer and then
they will pay the Town of Albany.

Regarding 613 N Broadway, the burned-out house and it appears that the County Commissioners will
deed this property to the Town of Albany. When this is final, then the town will get the lot cleaned up and
can be ready for anyone who may be interested in this lot.

The Golden Nugget deadline for purchasing lots 4 and 5 at the industrial park area is September 27%". We
will contact their representative this week, but we are expecting that things are currently still moving
toward the purchase of these lots.

Spencer is working with Brittany Cox, Northwest Bank, on the library box they would like to place
somewhere in the Depot/Veterans Park. He said that the bank will let the town decide on the design of the
box and the only requirement from them would be to have the name Pat Botts somewhere visible. Spencer
is working on getting a design at this time and will bring it back to the Council.

Caleb Halsema reported that the new police laptops for their vehicles are online and in operation at this
time.

Steve Hall asked if there are any volunteers that would like to help take down the AHS pictures and put
them back up at the Heritage Day Festival, they will meet about 9:30am on Saturday, September 13%.
There seems to be several vendors signed up, car show, food trucks and 3 concerts and kid’s activities that
will be happening all day. There will be several historical items on display all day under the big tent.

New Business

Steve asked for a motion to introduce the 2026 budget. Randy made a motion, seconded by Spencer to
introduce the 2026 budget. Motion carried 5-0.

Steve spoke about the Freedom Festival and the possibility of having a 250% birthday celebration for
America. He said that it seemed like it was going to be somewhat difficult to get volunteers, vendors and



a band to hold the Freedom Festival on July 4. He asked if the Council and public would consider having
a small event on July 4™ at the Depot/Veterans Park to celebrate the 250™ birthday of America. Everyone
agreed that this would be great. The time and agenda for that event will be coming soon.

We will also use the 2™ Saturday in June and August for the 2026 concert series, with the Freedom
Festival on the 2™ Saturday of July and the Heritage Festival on the 2" Saturday in September. Steve

asked for a motion to approve these dates. Randy made a motion, seconded by Jeff. Motion carried 5-0.

Steve announced that the Grab and Go will have a grand opening on September 20" from 11-7, with a
ribbon cutting, specials and food truck.

Another new business, Willow Creek Boutique, will have a grand opening on September 20" from 10-2.

Steve also mentioned that town attorney, John Brooke, had heart surgery in late July. We want to wish
him well and a speedy recovery. He is just now getting back to work and is healing well.

Jerry mentioned that Culy Contracting was here to repair the lift station on 2" St. after there was a
problem with a pump. '

Caleb mentioned that some of our volunteer firefighters will be honored this Sunday and the Grace
Baptist Church.

He also said that litter and rubbish violations will be happening this week through the police department.
Steve also added that the Beautification Committee of Albany wants to donate funds for a mural for the
back wall of the stage at the amphitheater. We want to thank them for that donation, and we have asked
that the mural be the American Flag.

Steve mentioned the following upcoming meetings.

County Commissioners town hall style meeting here on September 11", 6pm

Progress Meeting on September 29", 6pm. At Integris Church
Dumpster Day on October 18", 8-Noon

Public
Vicki Reade said that a man from out of town came into the Resale Shop and said that he hadn’t been to
Albany for a while and he couldn’t believe how pleasing the town looked. He was very complimentary on

several of the progress he saw in our town.

Caleb also said that the CVS Vaccine Clinic would be held at the fire station on October 25" at 1:00pm.
He will post it on social media so that people can sign up for various vaccines.

Randy made a motion, seconded by Spencer: the meeting was adjourned by Steve Hall at 7:26 pm.
Motion carried 5-0.
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